
The three major agencies with a health mis-
sion – and their combined IT budget – have 
the potential to send shockwaves through the 
healthcare industry. 

The 2012 Budget Request for Federal Health 
IT, in fact, is estimated to be $11.47B, a slight 
increase over 2011 estimated levels of $11.37B. 

The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) con-
tinues to lead the way in health IT programs with $6.58B, or 
over 57% of the Federal Health IT budget request for 2012. 
The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) 2012 budget request 
is $3.2B and represents 28%, while the DOD Health budget is 
estimated at $1.7B. 

Taken together, the budgets represent not just a staggering 
sum but, more important, serve as the funding for strategic 
programs from each agency that industry should consider add-
ing to their Health IT business roadmap. Several are projected 
to have Development/ Modernization/ Enhancement (DME) 
funding in 2012 or increased funding from 2011.

HHS PrograMS of intereSt 

■n The CMS Physician Quality Reporting Initiative (PQRI) 
encompasses program management, business require-
ments, infrastructure, applications, warehouses, databases,  
reports, and web development, to satisfy statutory mandates 
of the PQRI.

n The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
Office of Infectious Diseases (OID) National Center for Immu-
nization and Respiratory Diseases (NCIRD) Vaccine Tracking 
System (VTrckS) will improve current vaccine management 
processes and tracking of federal contracted vaccine orders 
between manufacturers, distributor, and health care providers.

n The National Institutes of Health (NIH) IT Infrastructure 
program consists of network infrastructure, cyber security, 
office automation, help desk support, and telecommunica-
tions services.

MEasurEs
What the 2012 
Federal health IT 
Budget request 
Means to You

va PrograMS of intereSt

■n The Medical 21st Century Development Core consists of a 
number of projects to design, build, implement and maintain 
an integrated delivery and management system and supports 
several of the VA’s major Transformational Initiatives.

■n Corporate IT Support Enterprise Strategy, Policy, Plans 
and Programs (ESPPP) consists of CIO support for provid-
ing direction and oversight in the implementation of the IT 
strategic plan and program oversight activities. 

■n Corporate 21st Century Core is a consolidated Mixed Life 
Cycle HR system of sustainment and DME efforts.

defenSe HealtH PrograMS of intereSt

■n The Defense Medical Logistics Standard Support (DMLSS) 
program provides integrated supply chain and life cycle man-
agement for pharmaceuticals, medical supplies, equipment, 
health facilities, and services. 

■n Enterprise Blood Management System (EBMS) is a world-
wide program for the management of blood donor processing, 
blood banking, transfusions and inventories. 

n The Army Medical Research Information Technology 
Systems (MeRITS) provides electronic document and data 
management.

The FY 2012 Federal Health IT budget request lays the foun-
dation for modernizing the nation’s healthcare system and 
presents industry with a wide variety of information technol-
ogy opportunities to provide federal government agencies with 
innovative health care solutions. 

Data on this page is provided by suss Consulting, Inc., Jenkintown, pA, 

info@sussconsulting.com 

Sources: Office of Management and Budget (OMB) exhibit 53s FY2012 

Budget Request; VA FY2012 Budget Request; Defense Budget Materials 

– FY2012 Defense health program Budget estimates, Office of the Under 

secretary of Defense (Comptroller)

➔

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

34 government HealtH It n may/June 2011


